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To the Right Reverend Father in God 


HENRY * 


Lord BISHOP of 


LONDON, 


_Oncof His Ma ily vn Lo Honourable PrivyCouncil, 


MY T.OKD: 


iy R Lordſhip boving ſreniſied 


your pleaſure that tbeSermon 
which you heard, when you 
did us the honour to be preſent at the 
Opening of our Pariſh Church, ſhould 
be made publick; notwithitanding my. 
averſeneſ; s toprint any thing in Eng. 


liſh, yet out of a juSt- ſenſe both of that 


Obedience which 1 owe to you as my 


Biſtop 


5 : ihe. 5 In 7 mW bs. 
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Epiſtſe Dedicatory 
Biſhop. aud of that K indneſs wlich 
T have received from jon as myPatron, 
T have now don? at. and herewith 
»1ake bold to preſent it to You. What 
EFT 4 diſconrſe of this Nature will 
have upon the Minds of thoſe who fhaltl 
have ſo much patience as to read it, [ 
know net. But mutt leave that to 
him who hath the hearts of all men ins 
his hand. My SubjeT I am ſure s 
good and neceſſary; And as for my 
plain and praticdl way ef handling it, 


 #t is that which my Text vequireth, in 


that it commanleth thatin fgrChriſti= 
an Congregations, All things he-done 
to edifying. $2 that unleii Þ hat 
endeavoured to ſuit it to the Capaci- 
ties of all there preſent, and to make 
-+ as edifving as [ could unto they, 
271 G-r19097 hai been a ContradiFion 
to 11v T-xt + Av4 b:ff les that, That 
Hoff my Deven inPreaching it : Which 
—_— to comvince thole eſv:cially, whoſe 
Souls, nrder your Lordſhip, are com-. 
Th | mitted 


Epiſtle Dzdicatory 
mittelto my cave an1coni1t, of thy 
'Exce'lency and Uhtefuine(s of C mp 
mon Prayer, an1.ſ9 to p>r{1a de iheas 
to the con tant ant con[iientinuewte 
ef it; not only becui'e it is e9nforma- 
ble to the Nr Trims, Dorf yo and 
Pra tice of the W riv rat Church, mop 
oz 'y breauſe it ire tabliihed bv the Lis 
both of 0:11 Church and . State C though 
they alſo be very ereat Reaſons) but 
likewiſe b:cau'e of that. extrav1rn my 
benefit and advantage which they 
worl | receive from it, for the elify- 
#g of their Souls in whatſoever is nee 
eefſary to their Erernal Salvation. - 
Tam very ſenfble, that much wore 
might have been ſail upon this Ex- 
cellent SubjeF. But intending ng 
wore than a plain Serm9n unon the 
occalron, I was forced to omit ma 
things. and to confine my ſe'f to ſueh 
only, which w-re moſt obvious, ond 
ſeemed the mot neceſſary for Peop'e to 
know aud pradice, in order to th. zr 
beiry 


Epiftle Dedicatory 
being reconciled unto, and edifyedby 
our Publick Prayers, A1 if avon your 
peruſal of that litle which I have ſaid, 
you ſhall ind any thins not agreeable 
tothe DoFrine of our Church, I hums- 
bly ſubmit it to Your Lord/hips Fudge 
ment and Cenſures, only deiring that 
Tou would be 15 ready to pardon, as 1 
an to retraF it, © 


i My Lad, 


T have exe requeSt more to make un> 
to You, which is, that as Vou was the 
—_— of my printing this Sermon, 
fo Tou would be pleaſed to accept of it, 
220w it is printed : And if, by the 
Bleſſmg of Almighty God, it may con- 
tribute any thing to theſe great Ends, 
which You continually proſecute with 
fo ereat Wiſdom and Prudence, with 
ſuch exemplary Care and Diligenee in 
the Management of that Fligh Office 


which he hath called you to, ever - 
Fhe 


Epiſtle Pedicatory 
the Glory of his great Name, 
Good of his Church, and the Sui 
tion of the Souls of Mex; 5 bs al t 
Fs dejired by, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's itoft humble 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM BEVERIDGE. 


SERMON 


C oncerning the 
EXCELLENCY and L SEFULNESS 
OF THE 


Common Prayer: 


—£» 


— 
—_—_—_— 


| _- COR X0V: 96; 
Let all things be done 
; to Edifying. 


HEN Tudas Maccabein had 
| new built the Altar, 
and repaired the Temple 


at Hieruſalem, after it had been. pol- 
Inted and laid waſte for Three Years 
together, the Church of God at that 

A vim- 


2 

time and place rejoyced ſo much at 
it, thac they kept the Dedication of 
it Eight days . and ordered that the 
ſam? {ould be obſerved every Year; 
t Maccah. 4. $9. And ſowe find 

It wa5 in our Saviours time : for he 
himſelf was pleaſed to honour that 
Feltival, though: only ofEccleſiaſti- 
'cJ Ipftitution , with his own pre- 
ſencez Joh. 10. 22. bn the like 
manner, - weof this Pariſh havecauſe 
to be tranſported with joy: and glad- 
neſs and to ſpend this day in praifing. 
a1d adoring the moſt high God, for 
that our .Church- which - hath lain 

wafte for above five eimesthreeYears, 
is now at laſt re-built and' fitted a- 
gain for his Worſhip and Service. 
For what the Al:ar and Temple were. 

to the-Jews. then, the ſame will our 
Church be.unto:us now. Did they 
there offer up their  Sacrifices to God 

a3 Types of the Death of - Chrift?2 - 
VVe ſhall here: commemorate the ſaid - 

| - - Death 


|  Þ ln be. 
Death of Chriſt typified by thofs 
Sacrifices. Did they come from all 
parts of Fade to worſhip'G»51 there? 
$o ſhall we, I hope, come from all 
parts of this Pariſh to Worſhip God 
here. Was the Temple an Houſe 
of Prayer tothem ? S5is this Church 
to us. Was that the place where 
God according to his promiſe caine 
unto his People to Blefs them? 1do 
not donbt but he will do the fime 
tous in this Place, 1f we core unto 
it, and carry our ſelves 1n it as we 
ought todo, In ſhort, was the Tery- 
- ple the place where alt things were 
performed that could any way con- 
dice to the Edifving of Gods Peg- 
ple, 45 things then ſtood ? the fame 
may be {aid of our Church, as thirgs 
now ſtand. For whatſoever is or 
can be neceſſary to the Edifyine of 
our Soals here, and fo fo their 
Eternal Salvation hereafter. isclear - 
ly and fully comprehended 1n tho e 


ſeve- 


; Fe 
ſeveral Offices, - which accordingto- 
the Laws of the 'Land, are now ta 
be performed in this Place, Neither 
15 there any thing contained in any 
of them, but what doth really con-. 
duce to thoſe great Ends and Pur- 
poles. 

But this being a thing which is 
denied by jome, and underſtood but 
by few amongſt us, 1 ſhall endea- 
vour to explain and demonſtrate it 
unto all. Which I chuſe to do at 
this time, becauſe its the moſt pro- 
per Subject 1 could think of for this 
occafion. For unleſs what 1s to be 
now done in thisplace, will an{wer 
the ends wherefore it is ere&ed, all 
the Coſts & Charges that have been 
laid out upon 1',will be to no purpoſe 
at all. But if1t can be fully made 
cu”, That the Service which 1s here 
to be performed, doth highly con- 
Cure to the Advancement of Gods 
Glory and your Happineis, the great 

_y ds Ends 
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Ends wherefore (uch places are ere&- - 
ed, then you cannot but acknow- 
ledge that whatſoever any oft ym 
have contributed towards i:,' is re 
BeſtMon-v that vou ever ſpent; and 
that this day wherein the iid Ser- 
vice 18 begun ro be v-r ormed in if, 
is one of the m>ft jÞ full days that 
this Pariſh ever ſaw. | 
This therefore 1s that which [ ſha!l 
endeavour to prove at this time: 
And for that end 1 have choien theſe 
words tor the ground and foundati- 
on of all rhat I ſh1] ſay upon rhis {ub- 
jet. Let all things be Jon: t:E ifying, 
For the right underſtanding whereof, 
we muft know, that the Apoſtle 
having in this Chapter diicourſed 
at large concerning the way and 
manner of holding Chriftian Aﬀem- 
blies. and having proved that what- 
ſoever is there ſaid ought tobe ſpok- 
. enin ſucha Language,that all there 
preſent may-underſtand, ard to be 
wx edi- 


PS =" Ox 
edified by it 3 heat laſt ſams up the 
whole in this Propoſition, How 3s 3+ 
then Brethren? when ye come together, 
every one of you hath a Pſalm, hath « 
Do#rine, hath a Tongue, hath a Re- 
welation, hath an Interpretation. Let 
all things be done to Edifying : Asif 
he ſhould have ſaid, Whatſoever 
gifts any of you haveor pretend to, 
yet when you meet together upen a 
Religious Account, for the Publick 
Worſhip of God, take ſpecial care 
that all things be there done to the 
Edifying of all who are there preſent. 
From whence it is plain that the A. 
poſtle lays down this as a general 
Rule, necefſary to be obſerved in all 
Chriftian Cengregations. . So that 
whenſoever we meet together to wor 
ſhip and ſerve God, if any rhing be 
there done which is not for ourEdifi- 
cation, we come ſFort of this Rule, 
& ſo we do too,f any thing be there 
wanting that wav conduce to that 
end. For according to this Rule, as 


(7 
nothing is tobe C7 lone but what 
1s for ourEdifing,ſo alſo on the other 
fide, all things that are or can be for 
our Edifying ought to be there done. 
- Put for our better underftanding 
the true ſenfe and purport of this 
Rule, it is neceſſary toconfider what 
the Apoſtle here means by edifying ? 
For which'we muſt know, thar all 
Chriſtians being, as che ſame Apo- 


ſtle faith, of the Houſhold of GOD 


built upon the foundation of the A- 
poitles ' and: Prophets, Teſus Chriſt 
himfelf being the chief Corner Stone + 


Eph. 2: 19. 26. Hence whatſoever 


tends to the fſtrengthning, ſupport-: 
ing , cementing, or raiſing this Fa-- 
brick higher, whatſoever it is where-' 


by men are- made more firme and 
ſolid Chriftians, more holy and 'per- 
fe&t men thaw they were before, -by 
. that they are ſaid to be edified. And 


therefore 1t is a great miftake for: 
men to think,as many do, that they 


ate edifed by what they hear, meerly 


Ki 
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becauſe they know perhaps ſome 
little thirg which Fefore they were 
Ignorant of. 'For Kmnewledge, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith, pufferh wp; it is 
Charity that edifieth, 1. Cor. 8. 1, 
And therefore whatſoever know- 
ledge we art2in to, we canrot be 
ſaid to be edifed by it, any further 
than as it irflvenceth our minds, 
eyeites our Love, and inclines our 
hearrs r God & goodneſs. And that 
this is tþe true notion of edrfying, is 
plain from the Apoſtles own words, 
where he ſaith, Let #o corrupt Come 
munication comeort of your , mouths, 
but that whieh is for thenſe of edifying, 
that it may, miniſter grace unto the 
hearers.; Eph. 4. 29. -For trom 
henceit is manifeſt, that that only 
is properly {aid to edrfie, that mint- 
ſters grace unto us, whereby we ate 
made more pure and holy than we 
were before And thereiore weread 
of Edifying our ſelves in love, Eph. 

| An 
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4; 16. and building up eur ſelves 714 
#ur 857 holy faith, Jude' 20. which 
are the rwo graces thar make upa re- 
al and trne Chri* za. And nothing 
can befaid toedifie, but what terds 
to the exciting & increaſing of them 
Until wecome: ( as the Apoſtleſaith ) 
in the unity of the: faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto 4 
perfeF win, unto the mcaſure of the 
SFature of the fulneſs of Chriſt; Eph. 
4: 12. -13.' Hence therefore when 
the- Apoſtle: faith, Ler a/ things be 
aone to edifying,his meaning in briet- 
15 this, -that m all our Chriſtian Al 
ſemblies, when -we meet together t2 
worſhip and ſerve God, All - chings 
there are to be ſo done, that ' we may 
returne home: wiſer and betrer chan 
we” came thither, with our know- 
ledge of God and Chriſt increaſed, 
our deſires 'enlarged, our love In- 
flamed, - our faith confirmed, a ] our- 
graces quickened, and ſoour who's 
| 8 .. 6 
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ſouls made more humble, more holy, 
more like to God, than they were 
before. | | 

The words being thus briefly ex- 
plained, I ſhall now apply thein to 
our preſent purpoſe, and ſhew that 
that Form of Religious Worthip, 
which 1s preicribed by our Church, 
eſtabliſhed by the Lawsot the Land 3 
and therefore to be uſed now in this 
place, agrees exa(tly with this Rule 
or Canon of the ttoly Apoftle, even 
that 4// things in it are done ts cdi- 
ing, : | 

But before we prove. chat that 
Form in Particular, which our 
Church hath preicribed, is agreeable 
to' this Apoſtolical Rule, it 1s ne- 
ceſſary to prove firſt, That the pre- 
ſcribing a Forme 1n general 1s ſo. 
For unle(s the preſcribing a Form 
in gener al beaccording to this Rule, 
no Form in particular that 1s pre- 
{cribed can poſhbly agree with 1t. 
But 


IT ) 
But now that thi $Riſe a: dmits.y ea re. 
quires the preſcribing of ſome Form, 
is evident from the Rule it (elf. For 
the Apoſtle here commands rhe 
Church of Cori»th, and :o all Pro- 
vincial Churches, to take care that 
in theirReligiousAﬀemblies A!/ things 
he don? to edifyins. But how 1s it 
poſſivle for any Provincial Church 
to fee that this be don>, except ſhe 
preſcribes ſome certun Form for 
the doing of it? lt every Miniſter 
ofa Pariſh ſhou'd be'left to pp wn 
liberty to do what he pl-1i=1 in his 
own Congregation, alchough lome 
perhaps might be ſo wiſe and nru- 
dent as to ob{=rve this Rule, as well 
25 they conld, yet conitlerins the 
Corrnotion of Hr nine Netogre, we 
have much cauſe to fear that nthers 
woulJ not. Ar leaſt the Church 
could he no way fecare] that ot! 
would ; and therefor mnt nee1s 
be obliged to con\tder ofand appoint 

Þ 2 _ {ome 
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{ome ſuch Form to be uſed in all | 
her: Congregations, by which ſhe 
way betully aflured that this Apo» 
ſtolical Rule 15 every where oblerved, 
as it ought to te, And although 
we ſhould {uppole wiat car: never 
be expected, that -all the Clergy in 
every Province ſhould be as wiſe 
and good as they ought to be, yetit 
carinot be {uppoled that every ore of 
them ſhould underſtand what is for 
the Edification of the people as well 
95 all together... And thereiore it 
muſt needs} e :cknowledged that the 
ſureſt way to.have thtd Rule obſerved, 
1s, for the Governours. of . every 
Church, and the whole Clergy, to 
rect roger! er by their Repreſcnta- 
tires in a Synod or Convocation, 
and there pp07 mature Neliberation 
agree unnn ſome inch Form, which 
t':icy 1n their Prudence and Conſct. 
ences juige fo be according to this 
Rute, which the Apoſtle here lays 
Cown before them. And 


(13) 

And befides, tha thepreſcribing 
4 Form in general, is more tor our 
- edifying, *thatt to leave every one 
to do what ſeems good+in his o'Mh 
. eyes, We have the concurrentTeſti- 
mony, Exverience--and” Practice of 
. the Univerſit Church. For we ne- 
ver read or: heard: of any Church in 
the World from the Apoſt'es daves 
'to ours, but what took this courſe. 
Though all have not uſed the iame, 
- yet no Church bur ha+ uſed ijom-Form 
or other: And theretore tor any 
man to ſay, Thar ir 15 n »r lawful, or 
-" Not expedient 3 or not ſo ettiving, 
to uſe a Form of Prayer in the pub- 
lick Worlhip of God, is to contra- 
dit the —_ ſenſe of Chriſtianity, 
to -condemn. the Holy Catholick 
Church, and to 'make himſelt wiler 
than all Chriſtians : that ever were 
be:ore him. Which  whatloever it 
- may be thought now, was always 

heretofore reck.ned one of the great- 
eſt 


( 14 
eft fins and follies that a man could 
be guilty of. - 

Nay more than all this too : For 
this 1s not only to make a mans ſelf 
wiſer then all Chriſtians, but wiſer 
than Chrift himſelf: For it 15 impofſi- 
ble to preſcribe any Form of Prayer 
in more Plain and expreſs Termes 
than he hath done it, wherehe ſaith. 
When you Pray, ſay, O'r Father which 
ert in heaven, Ec. Luke. 11, 2. 

And1 hope none here preſent but 
will acknowledge that Chrift, by 
. whom alone we can be edified, knows 
better what is; or what is not for our 
edification, than we or all the Men 
in the World can doe. And there. 
fore leeing he hath not only pre- 
{cribed a Form of Prayer for his Diſ- 
ciples to uſe, but hath expreſly com- 
manded them to uſe it, we who pro- 
fes our ſelves to be his Diſciples, 
ought to reſt fully fatiſhed 1n our 
minds, that uſing of a Form of Pray- 
cr 


[25 ) | 
er, is not 'only lawful, but much 
more for our edifying, than- at is 
poſlible tor any other way of Pray- 
ing to be... .. $220 
-. Theſame may be proved allo from 
the nature of the thing it {elf, by 
iuch Arguments, which do not one- 
ly demonſtrate that it is ſo, but hke- 
wiſe ſhew how it comes to be fo. For, 
Firſt, In order to our being edified, 
ſo as to be made better and holier: 
when:ioever. we meet together upon 
a Religious account, it 13 neceſſary 
that the {ame good. and holy things 
be 3lways ineulcated and prefled up- 
on us aiter one and the lame mran- 
ner. For wecannot butall find by 
our own experience how difficult it 
Is to faſten any thing that. w-truly 
good erther upon our ic ve3 or others, 
and :hat it is rare}y, 1: cyer effeted 
without trequent repetitions of it, 
Whatfoever good rhings we hear 
enly once, or now and then: though 


Per 
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perhaps pron the Feariry of Few 
thev Tray {ſwim for a whHi'e ir our 
Brars. 4et. ther te Jdom fir k down 
in'o cur teatis, io 3$ '1OnOvVe ard: 
{way the ate@tofns; as If-is recefſary 
they {Fculd do 1 orcer rot cur be: 
ng edifed by them}: V nereas by 
a- Set -Form ot Putlick Dev- tions 
rightly compo'ed, - as. weare contl- 
nually pucin. mind of allt-hings ne- 
cefſary tor us to know or do.ſo that: 
1s. 2]ways.done. by the ſame words: 
and . exprefl bons, which by. their 
conftant uſe will imprint the chings 
themſelves fo. firm'y. in our minds, 
that.it will tenocafie matter to ob-- 
literat or. raze them ovt. bur doe- 
what. we can.. they .will ſtil] occur 
upon: all occaſions . which cannot: 
bur be very. much for our Chriſtian 
Edification, - 2 --- 
| Moreover. that which onde ce 4s. 
to.the ovickering our ſouls, and to: 
the _—_ up-of our AﬀeGions 1n:- 
eur 
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our Publick Devotions, muft needs 
be acknowledged to conduce much 
to our Edification. -But it-is plain, 
that as to ſuch purpoſes a Set Form 
of Prayer is an extraordinary help to 
us 3 fer if I hear another pray, and 
know not. before-hand what hewill 
fay, I muft firſt liſten to what he 
will ſay next, then I am to conſider 
whether what he. ſaith be agreeable 
to Sound Dotrine, .and whether ic 
be proper and. lawful for me to-joyn 
with him in the Petitions he puts up 
to Almighty God; andifI think it 
15ſo, .then Tam to- do it. - Butbe- 
fore-I can well do.. that, he 1s got to 
another thing : By which -means it 
1s very difficult, if not-morally im- 
poſiible, to joyn. with him in every 
thing ſo» regularly as I ought to doe. 
But by a Set Form of Praverall this: 
trouble is prevented; for having the 
Form continually in my mind, be- 
ing thorowly acquainted with ir, 

C fully 


(12 ) 
fully approving of every thing in 
it, andalways knowing before-hand. 
what will come nexr, I having no- 
thingelſe ro do while the words are 
ſounding: in mine ears, but to move 
my heart and af:3ions ſuitably to 
them, to raiſe up my deſires of thoſe 
go21 chinz3 which are prayed for ; 
to ix my mind wholly upon God, 
winl't Iam praifing of him, and ſo 
t> enploy, qu cken, and lift up my 
whole ſoul in performing my De<. 
votions to him. No man that hath 
been accuſtomed to a ſet Form for 
any confiderable time, but may eafily. 
find this ro be true by his own ex- 
perience: And by conſequence, that 
this way of Praying is a greater help 
to vs, than thev can 1magine that 
never ma.e tryall of it. 

To this may be alfo added, That 
if we hear another Praying a Prayer 
of his own private Compoſition or 
voluntary Effulion, our minds are 
* _ wholly 
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wholy bound up and confined tohis 
words and expreiiions, and to his 
Requeſt; andPeriiions, be thev what 
they will : So that at the bett wecan 
but Pray his Prayer. Whereas 
when we pray by a Form Pretfcribed 
by the Church, we Pray the Pray- 
ers of the whole C'1urch welive in, 
which are comman to the Miniſter 
and People, to our Selv2s. and to all 
the Mz=;mbers of the {ame Church : 
So that we have all the Devourt and 
Pious Sou!s that are 1n 1t,- concurr- 
ing and. joyning with us in them : 
which cannot (ſurely but be more 
effectual for the Edirying not only of 
our (elves in part! 112r, bur of the 
Church in general t14n any private 
Prayer can be. | 

_ Laftly, In order toour being E- 
difed by our Puvblick Devotions, 
as it is neceſſiry thar we know be- 
fore hand what we are to Pray for, 
{o1t 1s neceflary that we afterwards 
know 


20.3 | 
know what we have Prayed for, 

when we have done, For I ſuppoſe 

you will all grant, that all the good 

and benefit we can recetve trom our 
Prayers, 15 to be ultimatly reſolved 
into Gods gracious hearing and an- 
ſwering of them: Without which 
they will all come tonothing. But 
there are two things required to the 
obtaining an Anſwer ot our Prayers : 
Firſt, Tlat we ſincerely and earneſt- 
ly defire ſuch good things at the 
hands of God, to which, :asI have 
ſhewen, a Set Form of Prayer con- 
duceth very much. - And. then Se- 
condly, -It- is required alſo that we 
truſt and depend upon God for his 
granting of them, according to the 
Promiſes which he hath made unto 
us in Jeſus Chrift our Lord, And I 
verily helive that one great Reaſor 
why Men Pray ſo often to no pur- 
Poſe, is, becauſe they do not take 
this courſe : But when they have 
| | - - done 
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done theirsPrayers, they have done 
with them, and concern themſelves 
no more about them then, as if they 
had never Prayed at all. - But how 
can we expect that God ſhould an- 
{wer our Prayers, when we our 
ſelves do not mind whether he an- 
{wer them or no? Nor belive and 
truſt upon him for it? For certain- 
ly truſting on God,as it isone of the 
higheſt Acts of Religion that we can 
performe, ſo it is that which gives 
lite and vigor, vertue and efficacy 
to our prayers 3 without which we 
have no ground at 2ll to- expe& 
they ſhould be anſwered. - For God 
having promiſed to anſwer our Pray- 
ers., except we truſt on him for his 
performance of ſuch Promiſes, we 
loſe the benefit of them , -and by 
conſequence our Prayers too, And 
therefore as ever we deſire that he 
ſhould grant us what we pray for, 
when we have directed our prayers 
: tI 


Oz ....- 
to him, 'we muſt ftill look up, P/2!. 
5. 3. Expetting and hopeing for the 
rertirneof them. © | 

Now as this is a thing ofereater 
conſequence, ſo a Set Form of Pray- 
er isa greater help tons in it, than 
tt1s commonly thought to be. For 
if we hear another utter a prayer ex 
tenipore, which he never ſaid, nor 
we heard before. nor ever ſhall doit 
again, It 15 much if he himſelf can 
remember the terth part of what he 
faid, how much lefs can we that 
heard himdoit 2 Andif we cannot 
poſſibly remember: what we prayed 
for, how 1s it poſſible for us to ex- 
pet it at the hands of God? Or 
to deperid upon him for it? But now 
it is quite otherwife when we uſe a 
Ser Form of prayer. For by this 
means when we have prayed, we 
we can recallect our (elves, look o- 
ver our 'PraFers again, either in a 
Book, or in our Minds, where they 
are 
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are imprinted 3 we can conſider di- 
ſtinftly what we have asked at the 
hands of God, and fo a& our faith 
and confidence on him.tor the grant- 
ing, every Petition. we have put up 
unto him, according to the promiſes 
which he hath made us to that pur- 
poſe. And as thisis the ſureſt way, 
whereby to obtain what we-pray for, 
it muſt needs be the moſt egitying 
way of Praying that we can poſhb. 
_ > 5; 
Theſe things teing duly weighed, 
I ſhall now take it for granted, Thag 
the uſing a Form 1n general in.the 
Publick Worfhip, of God, is agree-. 
able to this Apeſtolical Rule, Let «// 
' things be done to edifying 5 and 
ſhal! proceed to ſhew that that Form 
in particular which our. Church. 
harh appointed to be uſed upon ſuch 
occaſions, is{o-too. For whichend 
it 15 not neceflary that I ſhould run 
thcough every . Particular. word, 
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phraſe, or expreſſion in the Com- 
»10n Prayer, much leis that 1 ſhould 
vindicate and defend 1t from every 
little exception, that. ignorance or 
malice may. make againſt ſomething 
init. For nothing ever yet wasor 
car be ſaid or written, but ſome- 
thing cr other may be ſaid or written 
againſt 17, either well or 1]1I. But 
my bufirels muſt be to prove, That 
the. Form of Divine Service, con- 
tained in the Book of Common Pray- 
er, which is now uſed inthe Church. 
of Ergland, conquceth ſo muchto. 
the ecitying thoſe thar ule ir, that 
1: agrees exaQly with the Rule which 
theApoftlehere preſcribsin that caſe. 
And this 1 ſhal demonſtrat {rom four 
Heads. 1 From the language.2 From the 
mater or ſubjiance of it.Zfom the Me- 
thod.a. From the Manner of Perform- 
7ngi:gforif it beedifying in all theſe 
relpeds, it muſt needs be acknow- 
ledged tobe fo in the whole. hoy. 
. Fn 


| (25) | 
being nothing in it, but what may 
be reduced to theſe Heads. 

Firſt, Therefore as to the Lan- 
#vage, you all know that the whole 
Service 1s performed in Engliſh, the 
Vulgar and Common Language of - 
the Nation, which every one un- 
derſtands, and fo may be edified by 
it. And this indeed is the ground 
and foundation of all the benefit 
that we can poſſibly receive from our 
Pablick Prayers. And therefore in 
the Church of Rox2, the Common 
People are made uncapable of being 
edified by the prayersof theirChurch 
in that they are all made in Latine, 
a Language which they do not un- 
derftand. So that when they meet 
to worſhip God, there are ſeldom 
any in the Congregation that knows 
what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt 
that reads it ; and oftentimes not 
he neither. By which means they 
kave no ſuch thing really amongſt 
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phraſe, or expreſſion in the Comr- 
»10 Prayer, much leis that ] ſhould 
vindicate and defend it from every 
little exception, that. ignorance or 
malice may make againſt ſomething 
init. For nothing ever yet wasor 
car be ſaid or written, but ſome- 
thing cr other may be ſaid or written 
againſt 1r, either well or 1]I. But 
my bufir.els muſt be to prove, That 
the. Form of Divine Service, con- 
tained in the Book of Common Pray- 
er, which is now uſed inthe Church. 
of England, conguceth ſo muchto. 
the editying thoſe thar ule ir, that. 
It agrees exatly with the Rule which. 
theApoftlehere preſcribsin that caſe. 
And this I ſhal demonſtrat {rom four 
Heads. 1 From the language.> From the 
mater or ſubjiance of it.Zfom the Me- 
thed.a. From the Manner of Perform- 
zxgi!gfForif it beedifying in all theſe 
reipeds, it muſt needs be acknow- 
ledged tobe fon the whole. Chow. 
- oh 
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being nothing in it, but what may 
be reduced to theſe Heads. 

Firft, Therefore as to the Lan- 
#vage, you all know that the whole 
Service is performed in Engliſh, the 
Vulgar and Common Language of - 
the Nation, which every one 'un- 
derſtands, and fo may be edified by 
it. And this indeed is the ground 
and foundation of all the benefit 
that we can poſitbly recetve from our 
_ Publick Prayers. And therefore in 
the Church of Rox:2, the Common 
People are made uncapable of being 
edified by the prayers of theirChurch 
in that they are all made in Latine, 
a Language which they do not ut- 
derftand. So that when they meet 
to worſhip God, there are {cldom 
any in the Congregation that knows. 
what is ſaid there, except the Prieſt 
that reads it 3 and oftentimes not 
he neither. By which means they 
kave'no ſuch thing really amongſt 
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chem as Common Prayer, Neither 
i5 it potlible for the-Common Peo- 
ple tg be ever edified by whar is 
there faid or done, excepr they 
wou!d be o! ce. convinced by it of 
the horrible abuſe which their 
Church puts upon them, in comand- 
ing all her Patlick Devotions to be 
petformed' in an unknown Tongue, 
dire*ly'contrary not anly to the 
I*ule in my T:.xt, but to the De/jene 
of this whole Chapter. : 
"But bleſſed be God for 3t, it is 
->io with us. For ours is truly 
Common Prazer. for it is written and 
read in char Language whic h'1s com- 
mon to all the Congregations in the 
Kingdom, and to every perſon 1n 
eich Comgreeation. So that all the 
People of the Land, whatſgever razk 
or condition they are of, may joyn 
rogerher in the ale of every thing. 
that is iv itz and ſobe joyntly Ed:- 
fred by it. Eſpecially Ing 
: eo nets hp chat 
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rhatit | is notorly "i in Eg, Fut 
1n common. an” plan Engl. ſuch 
45 we Ut e 1 our common diſtour'e e | 
with one another. There are no 
tinu'ual or oÞſolete words, or hard. 
or uncouth Phraſes in it, but every, 
thing is exprefled as clearly. and 
Bang as ord: can doit : fo that. 

e meaneT per'on in the Conpreea- 
#792, that underſtands but his Mo- 
thert Tonene, may be E lified by it, 
45 ve! as the »rvatelt Sehol ” 

Þnr that, which 1$ chiefly fo 'be 
confidered in the [ anguage of the 
CommonPrayer. is, that it 1Sroron!y. 

common, bur Proper tao. Th- 02h. 
te: words there uſed arc bat COPIH10% 
words, Yet they are 10 Uted, that 
they praperly expreſs the.ri +: g5 that 
are deſigned by them. Thi: Icon- 
feſsm1y ſeen to be no vreat matrer 
at firſt fight. Yet 1t 15 that withnar 
which we mizht be ſubverred by 
that w' Mich wis intended for our / M 
D\ 2 i 
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diſication. For Impropriety of Speech 
in M #ters of Religion, hath given 
occai>n to 11! or moſt of the 5$chiſpes, 
Errors, and Herejes, that ever in- 
feted this or any other Chxrch.; as 
might eaſily be demonſtrated, Hence 
the Apoſtle gave Timethy a Form of 
ſound wor4s, and charged him to 
hold it fat. Fb/d faſt, faith he, 
the Form of. (ound words which thou 
ha # hear4 of me 3 2. Tim. 2. 12. 
As knowing that except the words 
whereby he uſually exprefled Divire 
Truths, were found and proper, it 
would be impoſlible for his Notions 
and 1Npinions of the Things them- 
ſelves to be fo. And certainly if ever 
there was a Form of Sound Words 
comooſed by »2er fince the ApoHes 
times, our Common Prayer may juſt - 
ly deſerve that Title. It being all 
made uv of ſach fit and proper, ſuch 
ſound and wholeſom? words, that 
if we do but hold faſt to them, there 
IS 
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xs n5 fear of our falling either into 

Hereſy or Schiſme. - For they, be- 

ivg duly conſidered, will ſuggeſt- to 
our min4s right and true Apprehen- 
ſons of all theArticles of our Chrifli- 
ar Religion, and ſo not only make 
us ſound, bat build us up ſtrong and 
firm in our moſt Holy Faith. So 

that conſidering the plainneſs and 
peripicuity, the ſoundneſs and pro- 
pricty of Speech which is led in it, 
the leaft that can be ſaid of the Comr- 
20x Prayer, 1s that all things in it 
are ſo worded, as is moſt for the 
edifying of all thoſe that uſe it. 

And as the words in the Commor 
Prayer are all. a5 edifying 42S words 
can be, fo, in the ſecond place, .Is 
the Matter expreſſe1 by thok words. 
For there is noting init, but what 
is necefliry for our Elifcetior, and 
all chings thar are or can be for our 
E 1ification are plyinly init. Firſt, 
I ſay there is nothing in our Litzrgy 

| Cut 
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brt what-is neceflary for our Ed. 
cation. There are ne ſuch Fables in it, 
or endleſs Genealegies, which, as 
the Apoftle ſaith, Minter queſtions, 
rather then god'y edifying, which is 
3 faith; x. Tim. 1. 4. Thereare 
none of thoſe vain Diſputations and 
and 7»wertinentControverſies, which 
have of late been ratfed in theC}arch, 
to it's great diſturbance, rather 
than its Edification. There are no 
New Opinions, nor Arry Speculati- 
ens nt, which ſerve only to tickle 
mens ears and pleaſe their fancies, 
and ſo divert their thoughts from 
'what they are about. Look it all 
over without prejudice and pertialt- 
#y.confider ſeriouſly every thing that 
1sin it, and you will find nothing 
afferted but whar is conſonant to 
Go1s Word, nothingprayed for but 
according to his Promiſes, nothing 
required as 2 duty, but what is a» 


oreeable to his Commands; nothing 
ſaid 
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faid or:done, but what isgrave and 
ſober, ſclemn-and [ſubſtantial 3 no- 
thing but what becomes the Worſtzp 
af-our Grezt and Almighty Creator. 
And therefore nothing but what we 
—_— ſome way or other edified 
"i 
" ndan there is nothing in it, but 
what ts edifying, ſo all chings that 
are orcan beeditying are init. For 
norhing can be neceflary to edify 
and make us ſolid & perteft Chriſti- 
ans, but what is neceſſary either to 
be bel.euved or done, orelie obtained. 
by us. Bur there 1s nothing ne- 
ceſſary to be known cor beheved. 
but we are taught it 3 nothing ne- 
ceſſary to: be doxe, but we areen- 
Joyned it 3 nothing: zecefiary tobe 
obtained, but we pray tor it, imour 
Publick Form of Divine Service. 
ForFirft, As to thoſe things which 
are neceflary to be known or believed, 
it is acknowledged by allProteftants,. 
that 


_ 
that rhey are fully contained in the 
Holy Scniprures, which make a 
oreat, if not the greateſt part of our 
Divine Service, and are conſtantly 
read over, the Plalms orce every 
Month, the Old Teftament once, 
and the New thrice every Year. 
And all the Fundamental Articles of 
our Chriſtian Faith, revealed in the 
Hoſy Scriptures, being Friefly fum- 
red up in the Apoſtles Creed : that 
we nay be {ure to keep them always 
in our mincs, we bave that Creed 
read and repeated, always once and 
moſt commovly twice every day in 
the Year. Andlſecing the Godhead 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, the Founda- 
tion of our whole Feligicn, Hath 
been and ftill is denied by ſeme, left 
we ſhould be led away with the 
Error of the Wicked, evervSunday 
and Holy day we read the Niceze 
Creed, wherein the God-head both 
of the Son and Holy Ghoft is aflert- 

| | ed 


f 


4% » AFR 
«4 and explained. And that we 
may not entertain Erroneous Opi- 
nions concerning the moſt Holy 
Trinity, or the Inicatnation of the 
Son of God, but keep the true Ca- 
tholick Faith whole and undefiled, 
upon certain days evety Year, we 
read that which is commonly called 
the Creed of S. Athanaſins, where- 
in thoſe great Myſteries are unfold- 
ed in the moft proper and perſpicu- 
ous terms that they ate capable of 
| Andas all things neceſlary to be 
believed are ſummarily contained in 
the Three Creeds, ſo they are fre. 
quently explain'd in the other parts 
of our Liturgy : In ſo much thatit 
would beeaſie to frame 2 compleat 
Body of Divinity out of the words 
there wiſed * Ar leaſt of all ſuch things 
25are needfull for any Man in the 
Worldto belieye of know, in order 
to his Eternal Salvation, .. 

"Thefame may be ſaid alfo of 211 
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thoſe things, which we eught'tado. 
Far 15 we here do whatſoever is ne- 
csffiry to be done _1n- order. to our 
Worthipping of God in this place, 
{5 we are here taught whatfeever is- 
neceiry to. be ſearntin order to our - 
ſerving God in all other places. So. 
thitno Man that trequents our pub. . 
lickCongregations, where the Come. 
210# Prayer 18 uſed, can. ever.plead 
ignorance 05 any one duty. whatſos 
ever. For ifit be not his own fault, 
he may there be. inſtructed in every 
thing whieh he-that made ham. re- 
quares of hin, For here, -as.I obferv-. 
el hifofe,  we-conftantly read the... 
Hy Scriptur:s, which, as the A> 
poſtle ſaith, Is profitable for DocFrine, 
for Reproof, for Corredion; for In- 
ftrution in Righteouſneſs, 'that the 
Man of Tod may be perfe, through- 
ly in truted unto all good works 3, 2: 
Tim. 42. 16. 19. - And ſeeing it 
hath. pleaſed the moſt high GO D 
ts 
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to comyrife his whole wi, and by 
conſequence our duty, 1n the Tex 
Commandwents,hencge 'we read rhen 
conftantly every $1ur4ay and Holy 
day throughoar the whole Year. By 
which means every one that doth 
nat willfully ſhut his eves,may clear. 
ly ſee and fully underftind his whole 
duty both ro G14 and M+». - Eipe- 
cially contidering that in the Pray- 
ers themſelves alſo there is frequent 
mention. made of all . thoſe ”7ces 
which onzht to be avoile], and of 
all thofe Good Works which ouzhet 
to be perform: by »-..So- that we 
can never come to Chyrch, but we 
are ſtill puc in mind, both of w5:E 
we ought, % what we ought not to dg, 
rhat we may be ſavet. 

And then as there is nothing ne- 
ceſſary ' to be known or done, but 
we are taught it 5 fo neither. 's 
there any thing neceſſary to be ob- 
tained ts make us either Ho!y or 
+ happy 
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happy, but we pray for it in theCom- 
20u Prayer. For here we havethe 
Lords Prayer, a Prager compoied by 
Wiſdom 1t ſelf 5 and therefore it 
muſt needs be the moft perfeF and 
Divine Prayer that was, ever made. 
Neither do we uſe it only once, 
but in every diftin® Service of the 
Church, in our Prayers before we 
read the HolySeriptiires : And in our 
Prayers after : Towards the end. of 
the Litany, andin the beginning of 
theCommunionService, andin every 
Office of the Church, beſides... And 
thereafſ-n 1s, becauſe although our 
Saviour hath not forbidden us to uſe 
any other Prayers, yet be hath ex- 
preſlly commanded us to ſay this, 
whenſoever we pray.. And there- 
fore in obedience. to his Command, 
our Church kath wiſely . ordered, 
That in all and every Solermn Ad- 
dreſs that we make to the moſt high 
God, we always fay this Proer 
| ea 
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leaſt otherwiſe by our tranſprefizon 
of 'his Command, in omitting this, 
we make-all- our, other, \/Prazers to 
be ineffeftual.- And beſides,.:/by the 
conftance:uſe- of ' this; amoneſt our 
other-Prayers, we are.a]wile ſure-to 
uſe one-Preyer, both-abſolutly pers 
fed in its (elf, and: moſt acceptable 
unto | him, to whom -we pray, -it 
being a Prayer of his ownCorpoſare: 
'So that we ſpeak unto Go4, in his 
own words, and ſo may beconfident 
that we ask nothing of him but ex- 
atly according tohis owrz will. 

And though all things neceſſary 
for us, be vertually contain'd:in the 
. Lords Prayer, yet our Church in Con- 
formity to the Catholick and: Apoito- 
lical, hath thought good to:add ſome 
. . other Prazers in which.-the ſame 
things are more-particularly expreſf- 
ed and: defired at the hands of our 
great and moſt Bountiful Benefa@or. 
All which are 1o: contrived, that 
there 
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chere is nothing evill or hurtfall for 
us, but we pray againft itz nothing 
good or uſctul], but we pray for it , 
There is na Vice or Luſt, but we. 
deſire it may-be ſubdued under us 5 

no Grace or Yertue, but we pray it 
emay be planted and grow in us. In 
ſo much that if we do but conſtant- 
ly and fincerely pray over all thoſe 
Prayers, and fteadtaſtly believe and 
truſt in God for his anfweting of 
them, and ſo obtain what we there 
pray for, we cannot but beas real 
and true Saizts ; as happy and bleff- 
ed Creatures, 2s it 13 poſſible for us 
to be in this World. ' Neither do we 
here Prey for our ſelves only, but 
according. to the : Apoſtles Advice, 
we make Supplicetions: Prajers, Ie- 
terceſſrons, and-giving of thanks for 
all -Mers ; yea for our verie Enemies, 
as our Saviour hath commanded us, 
Mat. - 5. 44. And what'can be 
deſired monethanall. this, to- —_— 
tne 
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| the Matter'of FF. Common PrajerB- 
«:fring either to our fei'ves or other? 
Nothing certainly but eruth: and fin- 
cerity of; hearc in the 'uling of it. 

I cannot paſs from this Head, .be« 
| fore 1 have obſerved one thing more 
unto , you, concerning | the Prayers 
in geftera}, --and that is, That they 
are hot carried or: in one continu- 
edDiſcourſe, but divided into many 
ſhort Prayers or Cole#s, fuch as 
that is which- our Lord himielf 
Compoſeds--and that might be one 
Reaſon, wherefore our: Church to 
ordered it, -that ſo ſhe might follow 
our Lords Example mm it, who beſt: 
knew what kind of Prayers were 
fitteſt for us t6 ule. And indeed: 
we cannot but all: find by our own 
experience, how difficult it is to keep 
our arinds Jong intent upon any 
thing, much: more upon fo great 
things as the ebje& and ſab/es ofour 
Prayers are ; but do what we can, 

| we 
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we-are fill: fable to diſtrations. 2 
So that there is:a kind of neceflity to 
break” offi ſometimes, ! t6 give our 
ſelves . a breathing ' time, © that' chF 
thoughts being looſried for a while, 
they may' with more eaſe,” and leſs 
danger 'of diftration;be tyed up a-' 
gain;as it is neceffary they ſhould be 
all the white that we ate atualy Pray 
ing to'the TupreanrBeig of theW orld; 

Befides that, -in order tot the pers 
forming our-Deuorters aright to the * 
moſt high” God, it 1s necefſary char? 
our Souls berpofiefied. xll atorg with" 
due -apprehenfions of his greatneſs” 
and” glory. ' To which purpoſe our” 
ſhort:Prazers contribute very mach; 
for every one of' them beginning 
with ſome-of the properties or per- 
fetions: of God, and (o ſuggeſting. 
toour mmdsright Apprehenſtons of 
him at firſt;it isea'y to preſerve them 
:1:0ur Minds.during the ſpace of a": 
ſhott Proer, which in a-Jong one: 

Sa would 
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would be apt to icatter arid yanifh 
away: :, TED v4 3; wr 
| Bot rhat yhich I look upon as 
"one of the principal Reaſons, why 
ourPublickDevetions are and ſhould 
be divided into ſhort ColeZs, is this, 
Our Blefed Saviour, we know, hath 
'oftem told us,. That, whatſoever we 
ak. i his Name, we ſhall receive : 
And fo hath dirr&ed us in all our 
 Preyers to make uſe of his Name, 
and'to ask nothing but 'upon the 
account of his Merit and Mediation 
for us: upon whici all our hopes 
and expetations from God do whoſ- 
ly and ſolely depend. Hence there- 
fore ( as it always was ſo) itcan- 
got but be judged neceſſary, that 
the. Name of Chriit be trequently 
inſerted in owr Prajers, that fo w . 
tmay liftup our hearts unto him,$ at 
our Fa:th upen him for our obtain- 
ing the good things we pray for. 
And ſe we ſee. itis inthe Commer: 
F Pr ep 


P-15er s for wharfoever it is we a&k 
.. of God, we preſently add Through 
Feſws Chrif? onr Lord, of fomething 
to'that Purpoie. - And: fo- a8k no- 
- thing - bat- aec-rding to our Lords 
dire ion evenin bis Name. And this 
- is th= reaſon'that- makes our Prag- 
- e&r510 ſhort ;' tor takeaway the con- 
cuficn of evety-Cole# or Prayer, 
in the Nawe of Chriff, and You 
may -joyn them all fogether, ant 
wake them tut as one contit.ved 
Prazer. But this would be to offer 
T.2niſeſt violence to the Prayers, by 
taking away that which gives them 
all their force and energy, and ſo 
makirg 'them ineffeCtual to thepur- 
poſes for which they are uſed. For 
certainly the asking al}things in the 
Name of Chriſt, as we do in the 
Common Prayer,” 1s the only way 
v hereby to- obrain what we deſire, 
and by conſequence the woſt edify- 
7g way ot Fraying 1n the y 
Ie 
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. The next thing to be confidered 
in the Common Prajzer, is the Me- 
tho, which is adnurable, and. as 
Editying,it poſti»le, as the matter it 
ſelf. This none can Jeny that doth 
bur tylly underftand; and ſeriouſly 
coniider of it. Which thereiore 
that you may all do, | ſhall brieflly 
run throygh the whole, and give 
you what Light Ican.into it, that 
you may, clearly ſee, not only. the 
reaſonableneſs out the excelency of i 
allalong., For whic) purpoſe I oh 
inſtance only. in..uch chings which 
offer : hemgſel ves at firſt ſight, ro,any 
one char doth hue caſt his cyc PQ 
It. | 
Let us there* are ſuppoſe a Cont 
gregation.., of ſober and devort 
Chritians, luch as we all ſhaul1. bis 
met together to, perform their Pub. 
lick, Devetions. to All:mighty God; 
every one of which hah lift up "Hs 
heart privatly unto himalready, im- 
| - ©  plocing 
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ploring his Aid and Affiftancein the 
performance of fo great a work, and. 
ſo are all now ready to fet abour it. 
The firft thing we do, is to read 
ſome Sextexces of Holy Scripture, 
that ſo we may begin our Devotions 
unto God in his own words. And. 
they are all ſuch Sextexces as put us 
in mindol onr fins againft him, and 
of his promiſe to Pardon them ii we 
do repent : That ſo we way preſent 
and carry our ſelves with that Re- 
verence and Godly Fear before him, 
as becometh thoſe who are ſenfible of 
their own vileneſs and unworthi- 
neſs to approach ſo great a Majeſtys 
and likewiſe with that Faith and 
humble Confidence, which becometh 
thoſe who believe that he upon our 
*Repertance will pardon our fins, and 
accept both our Perſozs and Perfor- 
a1ances according to the promiſes 
which he hath made unto ut. 

: Then follows a graveExkortation, 
con- 
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coticerning the- end of 'our prefent 
Aﬀembling, which is 'of 'great uſe; 
and ought never to -be- omitted. 
For Men generally arc-apt torufli 
into the preſence of God, without 
ever conlid*ring whit they go about. 
whereasthis Exbertetion-pats us ups 
on conidering the greatneſs of the 
Work -whtch we-are now engazed 
in, and- fo 'upon compoſing our 
thoughts and preparing our ſelves 
tor the due performance of it. | 

Our minds being thus brought 
into a right. frame and-temper tort, 
we all, both Mzziffer and People, 
mes ſelves before the moft 
'kigh God, eor:f*ſ/7rg upon eur kneos 
the manifold fins and wictednefs 
that we have committed againſt tj n. 
- Which Confeſſion 13 lo contrived, 

that all andevery perſon in anyCon- 
- gregation whatſoever: may joyn in 
it, For it runs in genera] cerns. © 
"And yet fo too, thatevery. partieu- 
TY lar 
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lar perſon may od ought in his 
own mind to confeſs and ackrow- 
ledge his own ſins, which be knows 
himſelf to be guilty of. As where we 
ſay, We lt aveleft undone thoſe things 
which we ought to have done, and we 
have done thoſe things which we ought 
wot to have dene. At theſaying of 
this, every one ſhould call his own 
fins to remembrance, what Duties 
he knows himſelf to have omitted, 
and what Vices he knows himſelf. 
to have commuted.,and confe(s them 
accordingly unte God. - And when 
we have thus confeſſed/our fins to 
Gad, we preſently implore his Mer- 
cy in the pardon. of them, and his 
Grace, that for the tuture we may 
forſake them. 

And whil@ wearetbys upon our 
knees. bumbly confeſſing;and be- 
: wailiag our ſins before the Lord our 
.G0d, the Minifter ſtands up and in 
_ Name ot God, declares and prg- 
" nounceth 
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Hoimceth' to all thoſe whotruly res 
pent, and unfeignedly believe his 
Goſpel; The Abjolntzon and R emiſſi- 
on of all their figs. Which though 
ſpoken” alio in gerera] terms, yet 
every particular per('-n there preſent 
ought toapply it to himſelf, foasto 
be tullv periwaded irhis own mind 
that if he doth tut fincerely repent, 
and ' believe the Goſpe), he 1s pers» 
feQly ablolved trom all his fins by 
God hinielf, according to the pre- 
'miſes wkich he hath made to Man- 
kind in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. - 

' And nowlooking upon our {elves 
as abſolved from our fins, upon owr 
Repentance and Faith in Chrift, and 

by conſequence as Reconciled co 
God, , we take the boldneſs to call 
him Father, humbly addreſling our 
T1elvesto' him im that Dwine Fortn 
of Prayer which he himſelf hath 
'given us. Which done, we lift. 
xp our hearts: and Veices unto God, 


for his afſiFfance of us in what we 
do, -in the. words of David, the 
Miniſter crying out, Or Lord, opere 
 #bou onr lips ! and the*People an- 
ſwering, And our month. ſhall fhew 
forth thypraiſe. The Miniſter again, 

QO God make ſpeed to ſave ws, the 
People, O Lord make hait to help ws. 
And then immediareiy we all lift up 
our bodies roo, ftand upon our feer, 
and ſo put our ſetves intoa pofture 
of praifing-and magnifying the E- 
ternal God, Father, Son, ' and Holy 
Ghoſt, for his infinit goodneſs and 
mercy towards 'ns 3; for- which 
purpoſe - the! Miniſter firſt Taith or 
fings. the Gloria Patri, Glory be to 
the Father. and to the Sor, and ts 
'the Ho'y Ghoſt, and the people, to 
fſhew- their conſent, anfwer, As if 
was in the beginning, is now; and - 
ever ſhall be world without end. Amen. 
Batnot thinking this'to be enoueh, 
the Miniſter calls upon the:people 
again, 


' 49 . | 
again, ſaving, Prazſe ye the Lord, 
ard che people anſwer, The Lord's 
+ «me be proiſeds and then we. ga. 
©+ to praile him together, ſaying 
or Fnging the XCV Pialm. . Venite 
exam" ems Domino, O come let ws 
{n, unto the Lord, let as heartily 
#- ove in the ſirength of our Salvati- 
oe, &e. And fo proceed to the 
Palms appointed for theday. After 
a ery onecf whvch x to teſtifie our 
telie! 1n the moſt ſacred Trinity, and 
our acknowledgement of that infi- 
nite 'Oove and goodneſs, which every 
one of thoſe Divine Perſons hath 
manifeſted to ys. we repeat that in- 
comparable Hymn,Glory be to ihe Fax 
ther, Cc. os > 

_ Our -hearts being thus raiſed -vp 
to God in praifing. and admiring of 
him, we are now in a fit temper 
and. diſpoſition to hear what he 
ſhall ſpeak unto us. And therefore 
have a Chapter read out of the, O/4 

iS 1 ale. 
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Teftament 3 and thatin itsordinary 
courſe, except upon Sundays and 
Holy days, . when more people at- 
tending the Publick Worſhip of God 
then can conveniently come upon 
other days, we read ſomeSelet Cha- 
pter proper. for the day, and ſuch 
as is judged moſt edifying to all that 
are there preſent. And having thus 
heard God ſpeaking unto us in his 
holy Word, we preſently fall upon 
praiſing of him again, for ſo un- 
{peakable a mercy, ſaying, or ſing- 
ing, in the Morning,. the 1s Dew, 

one of the moſt Heavenly and Sera- 
phick Hymns that was ever compo- 
ſed by Men 5. or elſe the Sorg of the 
three Children, which 1s nothing but 

_ a Paraphraſe upon that whichDavid 

ſang ſo often upon Earth, and which 
the Holy Angels ſing continually in 
heaven ; even Hallelujah, Praiſeye 
the Lord. Wherein we being all 

{enlible how far ſhort we our ſelves 

come of 
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of praifins God ſufficiently, wecall 
upon all Creatnres in the World'to 
do it, Bleſs ye the Lord, praile hin 
and magnifre him for ever. In the 
Afternoon we fing eicher the Mag- 
rificat, or elſethe 98 Pſalm, both 
which being taken out of Gods 
own VVord,cannot but be very pteafs 
ing and acceptable unto him. - 
After this our Souls being got ups 
on the wing again, and ſoaring a- 
loft in the contemplation of rhe Di- 
vine perfeftions, weare now right : 
ly qualified to hear and receive the 
Sublime Myfteries of the Goſpet. 
Ard therefore have a Chapter read 
to us out of the New Tejtament. 
After which we being revived with 
th: good Tidingsof rhe Goſpel, and . 
filled with admirarioOn at the Infi- 


nite goodne(s of God therein reve-: 
aled to us, we break forth again in -' 
to praifing and adoring of hin, in” 


the ſong of Zacharigzs, or elſe the 
G 2 LOCO 


52 ) 
100 Pſalmin E, Morning, and 2- 
Evening, either the 67 Pſalm | 
elſe the Song of old S:z729», Fry 
concluding with the Gloriz * ny 

Now having thus heard ſo:ne 
part of the Ford of God read fo us 
and exprefſed our thanktfuine' unto 
him for it, to ſignifie our aflenr, 
not only to what we have heard: 

but to-the ' whole Scripture, we 4ll 
with one heart and voice repeat the 
Apottes Creed, wherein the ſummm 
and ſubſtance of it 15 contained. 
And ſo profels our (el ves to continue 
10 the number of Chriſts Diſciples, 
and that as we were at firſt Baprized, 

{o we ſtill believe in the Name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Gd 

Bleſſed tor evermore. | 

Hitherto- we have been moftly 
taken up with confeſling our ſins to 

God, impyloring his mercy in the. 

pardon of them, hearing his moſt: 

holy Word, acknowledging his go9e- 
neſs 
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ne's to us, and praiſinz and mag- 
nitying his nam: torit. By which, 
meansz.exc?pt we have been extremly 
wanting to zur ſelves, our hearts 
cannot bur be {- umited an fix2d 
up51 2d, thit we 1-e now right. 
ly diſpoſed to make known our 
wants and pr>{ent our P-titions be- 
fore hin. This therefore* is the 
n-&« thinz we ſet uIN.' Bt: fee- 
inz thit nither Minter no: Perle 
can 15 Holv doit arizhe wirh dur the 
aſitance of Gy1 hin: rherefore 
each ofthem 1r't ory F>* his (ozcial 
preſen:: virh che Other | T2 one 
fayinz, Tre Lor] 5: 97h you, tis 
other, - Ari with thy ſpirit. Anl 
then innedatly -ulling down noon 
our kne2s, we a15re 1nd {15 Vicare 
each verſo ofthe m»thleſſsld Trini- 
ty to have merey unon 'us, Loy 
have merey upon us, Chrift hav? mercy 
Wpor us, Lord have mercy upon ws. 
- After which we addrefs our ſelves 
| to God 
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Godin: the Words that be hath put 
into our mouths, ſaying the Lords 


Prayer, which ended, the. Miniſter }}, 


and People by turns lift up their 
hearts te God in ſome. ſhort and 
heavenly Ejaculations,. ſtriving as 
it were to outvy each other in pre- 
vailing with the Allmighty to pour 
down his Bleſſings upon us. And 
then in an hamble and fotkemn man- 
ner we joyn together in fupplicat- 
ing his Divine Majeſty for his Grace 
and - Favour, his Defence and Bep- 
tetion, his-Mercy and Bleffing. for 
our ſelves, for theKing, for the Roys 
al Family, for hisChxrch, and for 
all Mankind: And this we do or- 
dmarily m the ColkG&s appointed 
for that Purpoſe. But upon. Wed- 
neſdays and Fridays C upon which 
daysthe Primitive Church uſed to 
performe more than their ordinary 
Devotions) as alſo upon the Lords 
day in theMorning, wedo it inthe 

; Litany 
L. - 


- 
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| Lifany, and in fuch aLitanyas com- 


prehends all and every thing that 
we can ever need to deſire of AL 
mighty God, either for 'our ſelves 
cr others. | 

 Afﬀeer this upon Sundays and: Holy 
days we Proceed to the Communion- 
Service : And therefore approach- 
ing to. the Lords Table, we begin 
it with his own Prayer, And atter 
another ſhoft Prayer to God to 
deanſe the #boyghts of onr heart by 
the Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, 
we” read the Ter Commandments 
which he hath enjoyned us to ob+ 
{ſerve;and after every Commandment 
we ask God Mercy for our Tranſ\- 
greſiions thereof for the time paſt, 
and' grace to keep the ſame for thc 
time to come; ſaying, Lord have 
mercy upon us, and inciine our hearts 
fo keep this Law. And then after a 
Prayer for the King, and the Col- 
let for the day, we read the Epr57e 
$1; 1 | ant 
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and Goel. thar is, voſt commonly 
a {bere Paragraph taken out of the 
Canonical Epifties, and another 
out of one.of theHoly Gofpels, which 
was the ancient way of Feading the 
Scripture, before it was divided into 
Ct apters, And we &o It now to pre- 
pare u> the better for the Communi- 
07 of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
therein revealed to us, Ent ſeing” 
we neither do nor can read over the. 
whole. we repeat the fubſtance of it 
in the Nireze Creed, which it is very. 
neceſſary we ſFould do at this time, 
that ſo we may demonſtra: our (elves 
to be Chriſtians, and ſo c:pable of 
receiving tle moſt holy Communi- 


= :t-- 2 et. Po 
He that all this while hath employ- 
ed himſelf as he': nght to doin the. 
ſervice of our, Church, cannot but' 
find himielf ftranzly edifred by it, 
Yet how 'oever, that nothing may 
be wanting that may any way con- 

| duce 
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duce to our Edificarion, after this 
. Nicene Creed, our Church hath ap- 
pointed a Sermon to be preached 
which if ſound, plain, and Pradti- 
cal, as it ought to be, cannot but 
be very edifying too. 

And now we may be wellſuppoſ. 
ed tobe ſo far edified, astobwyailed 
up to the higheſt pitch of DeSotion 
that we can arrive at in this world, 
and ſo are fit to be admitted to the 
higheſt Ord;arce of the Church, the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper. And 
thereiore we now. hetake our ſelves 
to-it; But that we may not appear 
before our Lord empty, we firſt 
offer ip ſozzething to him of what he 
hath beſtowed upon us, to be diſ- 
poltd of to pion and charitable uſes; 
teſtifying thereby our acknowledg- 
ment of his goodneſs to us, and that 
we have nothing but what we.re- . 
ceive from him. And to excite and 
gs us todo this, all the while 

H that. 
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that we are oftering we have ſome 
ſele& Sertences of Seripture read to 
us, wheretn God eiti:<:r commands 
us to be charitable, or elſe promiſerh 
a ble{ling to thoie that are to. And 
then we pray for Chriſts wholeChurch 
Mzlitant here on Earth, whereby we 
profeſs our ſelves to be real Mem- 
bers-of it, and defirous to hold Come 
amnion with it in Chrifts Myſtical 
Body ana Blood. And ſo we pro- 
ceed to the Celebration of it: in 
which the method 1s ſo clear, fo 
apparently edif5ing, that I need nor 
fay any thing of it. But ſhallonly 
obſerve two things 1 in general Con- 
cerning tt. 

Firſt, That the. Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, being the higheſt 
Myſtery in all our Religion, asre- 
preſenting the death ot "the Son of 
God to us, hence that place where 
this Sacrament is Adminifired, was 
always made and reputed the higheſt 
place in 
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in the Church, And therefore all * 
o w as wont to be ſeparated from the 

& of the Church by a Skreen or 
apc of Net workin Latine Can- 
cel/i, and that. io generally that 
from thence the place its feli 18 called 
the Chence/, That'this was anci- 
encly obſerved in the building of all 
conſiderable Churches (for I ſpeak 
not of private Oratories or Chappels) 
within few Centuries after the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves, even in the days of 
Conf antine the Great, as well as in 
all Ages fince, I could eaſily demon- 
ſtrate from the Records of thole 
times.But havi ing purpotly waved A 
tiquity hitherto, 1 am loath to trouble 
you with it now. Bur 1 mention 
It at preſent, only becauſe ſome per- 
haps may worder. why this ſhould 
be obſerved in our Church rather than 
in all the other Charches which have 
been lately built in this City. VV here- 
as they ſhouid rather wonder, whv 
It 


4 


( 60.) 
it was not obſerved in all other as 
well as this. F2:r beſides one Ob{z- 
gations to contorme as much as may 
be to the prafice of the Us7verſal 
church, and to avoid novelty and 
ſingularity in all thingsrelatineto the 
Worjhipof God; it cannot be eafily 
imagine that the Catho!ick Church 
in all Azes and places for r3 or 1490 
gears together, ſhould obſerve ſuch 
a eu tomze as this, except there were 
ereat reaſons for it. 
What they were, it is nat neceſſary 
far as to exquire now. It may be 
ſ#Ficient to obſerve at preſent that 
the Chance! in ourChriffian Churches, 
was alwavs look»1 upon as anſiwer- 
ins to the Holy of H!ys 1n theTemple, 
which, you know, was ſeparated 
from the 'SanFnary or Body of the 
Temble, by the comman4 of God 
hinlE And thar this place being 
atprovriatel to the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, it ought to be {o:con- 
_- | trived 
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trived, 4smay Fte-moſt convement 
for thoſe whoare to partake of that 
Blefſed Ordinance. But it muſt needs 
be more convenient for thoſe who 
are to enjoy-Communzion with Chvijt, 
and in him with one another,: in 
this holySucrement.tomeet together, 
as one body, m one place ſeparated 
for chat purpole, than to be diiperſ- 
ed, as otherwite they would te 
ſome in one and ſome m another 
part of the Church. Or in ſhore, it 
15 much better forthe ptace to be ſe- 
parate, than the people. 
. Furthermore, It 'is' not only cer 
venient,  butin ſome Senſe neceſſary, 
forevery Communicant to obſerve & 
take ſpecial notice of the ſeveral 
Circumſtances which our Lord hath 
ordained to be uſed in thisScerawert, 
as the Breaking of the Bread, and 
the Coniecrating both that andthe 
Wize,to repreſent his. Death, the 
breaking of his Body, and the ſhedd- 
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ing of his Blood for our fins; that ſo 
our Hearts may be the more affetted 
with it, & by conſequence,our Souls 
wore edificd by it. But this cannot be 
ſo well doze, except there be a place 
ſet apart for it, where they may all 
be placed. about or near to the Com- 
mmnion-Table, and io behold what 
is there done at the Corſeayation of 
theElements Hence allo 1t 1s.that the 
Seats there are and ought to be 1o or- 
dered, that all that are in them way 
ftill look that way, and contemplate 
upon their Bleſſed Saviour,there e- 
vidently ſet forth as crncifiedtorthem. 
; The otherthing that I would ob- 
ſerveunto you concerning the Ho/z 

Communion, 15 this, that our Church 
requireth, or at leaft ſuppoſeth it to 
be Adminifrred every Lords-day, 

and every Holy-day through out the 

Year, as it was in the Primitive 

Church. For that is the reaſon that. 


the Communion Service 1s appointed 
| te 
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to be uied nipon all ſuch days, and 
to be read at the Communion Table, 
that fo the Mznifter may be there 
ready to Adminiffer it unto all that 
detire to partake of it. Which 
ſhews the great care that our Church 
hath ofall her Members, that they 
might - be edifred and confirmed in 
| the Faith. To which nothing cor- 
tributes more than frequent Commus 
2ion at our Lords Table. Which 
if people could once be perſwaded to, 
they would ſoon find greater bene- 
fite by it, than canexpreſs, or they 
them(elves, till then, imagine. I 
ſhall ſay no more of it at preſer?, but 
only rhis, ' That I am fo lenfible of 
what I now ſay, that could'l be iure 
_ to have a ſufficient number of Comr- 
mmnicants, I ſhould be heartily glad 
to Adminiiter this Holy Sacrament 
every Lords day, both tor their lakes, 
and my own too. | 
Thus [have given you a {hortSchem 
of 
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of tat chreliete Mate here our 
DivineServiceis performed : Which 
whoſoever rishtiv corfiders, will 
need ro other Argument to comvince 
him. rhat iris according to the A- 
poilles | ule. very Edifvirg :rdeed, 
The laft thing to be conſidered in it, 
is the Manner of its Perforarance s 
by which I mean only the ſeveral 
pefinres of the Pody, as frandine, 
ard hneeline which are uv'edin it; for 
they alio are Cone to edifying, 

W hile we ſay or ſing the Hy-ms 
and P/a'ms to the Praiſe and Glory 
of God,we land up,not only to ſig- 
nifie, but to excite the Elevation of 
our minds at that tune.For as on the 
one hand. 3f our Soxls be really lift 
up in the praiies of God, our Bodies 
will naturally lift up themſelves, to 
accompany them, as far as thy can 
towards Heaven; f> on the o: her 
hand, the raiſing up of our Bodies 
helps towards the railing up of our 
Souls 
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Souls too, by putting us in mind of 
that high and heavenly work we are 
now about 3 wherein according to 
our weak Capacities, we joyn with 
the Quire of Neaven in praifing 
God now, as we hope todo it for 
evermore. For this cauſe alio we 
ftand at the Creeds, f5r they being 
Confeſſrons of our Faith in God, as 
fauch, they .come under the proper 
Notions of Hymns or Songs of Praiſe 
to him. All our praiſing God being 
really nothing elſe but our Corfeff- 
ins and acknowledging him to be 
what heis in himſ{elfand tous. And 
befides that, by our ſtanding both 
at the Creeds and Goſpels, we ſigni- 
fie out afſent unto them, and our 
readine3todefend them. to the out- 
moft of -our power againft all oppoſe- 
tio | whatſoever. ' And as for the 
Goſpels -partieularly, they contain. 
the very AZ.\which our Lord did,. 
and the very Words which he ſpake 
. | I when 


when he was uponE-:7th 5 and there. 
fore we who profeſs him to be our 
Lord and Mafer, canrot turely but 
{rand up, when we hear him ſpeak- 
ing, and liſten diligently to thoſe 
gracious words wick proceeded out 
of his Divine Mouth. 

And as when we- praiſe God, we 
raiie up our ſelves as high as we can 
towards H-aver, fo when we pray 
unto him, we fall down as low as we 
can towards the Earth, not daring 
to preierr our Sypplications to the 
abſolute Monarch of the wholeWorld, 
any other ways then po: our &kzees. 
Which is ſo proper, ſo natural a 
poſture of Syppizcarts, that if all 
men would but duly conſider what 
they do when they pray toAlmighty 
God, the Church need never have 
commanded them to kneel at that 
time. For they could not chuſe but 
do it: No, not although the place 
where they are ſhould ſeem _ 

| ”1S 
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fo inconveniert tor it. For we fird 

our Bl:ſſed Saviorr himſelf kreeling 

at bis Praver in the Garden, upon 

tbe bareground, Lake 22. 41. and: 
St Paul upon the Sea-ſhore, where: 
he could have no other Cxſh10# but 
Stones or Sands Ads 21.5. Howſo- 

ever, To take off all thoſe litle ex- 

cuſes that men are apt to make for 
themſelves in this caſe, the Seats in 
this Church are ſo diſpoſed, and all 
things ſo prepared in them, that 
there can be no inconvenience at all 
in it, but rather all the convenien- 
cies for kneeling, that can be deſired. 
And theretore 1fany of you ſhall yet 
negleA to Kneel, while the Prayers 
are read,they will give us too much 
cauſe: ro call their Religion mts 
queſtion, or to ſuipe&t they have 
none at all. For if they had, they 
durſt not. thev could not offer. fuch 
2 manifeft Aﬀront to the great 
Creator 'of the World, as to wc 
Pa I 2 then- 
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ſelves no otherwiſe while they pray 
co him, than as if they were con- 
verfing with their Fellow Creatures. 
But why dol ſpeak of their praying 
untoGod ? it 1s too much to be feared 
they do not pray at all, nor come 
to Charch for any better purpoſe 
thanonly to ſee and be ſ-en. I] am 
ſure they perform no A of exter- 
nal Worſhip of Azzsratio» unto 
God, nor ſhew him that reſpect and 
reverence which 15 due unto him 
and fo vive very great offence to all 
pious and devout Chriſtians, 

- Whereas if all and every perſon 
in the Corgregatzion, would always 
be on their Knees, while they put up 
their petitions to the moſt high God, 
what a mighty advantage: would 
this be, not only to every one tn 
particular, but to the whole Cox- 
grecation 1n general ? For as every 
one would by this means keep his 
heart more ſteadfaſt .1n the true m 
an 
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and dread of God, & bkewiſe more 
certainly obtun the goad things he 
prays tor, as the fathers frequently 
aſſert: 10 the whole Congregation 
alſo would be very much edified by 
it. For by this means we ſhould 
excite and inflam each others Devo- 
tions.confirm and ſtrengthen one a- 
nothers Faith, and convince both 
our ſelves and all that ſee us, that 
Religion is indeed a lerious things 
and that we believe it to be fo, by 
our ferving God with ſo much re- 
werence «nd godly fear, as this hum- 
ble poſture repreſenteth. And there- 
fore as you tender the love of God, 
the credit of Religion, or the {alva- 
tion of your own Souls, I beſeech 
you all in the name of him that made 
you, that whenſoever you come 
hither to pray unto him, youdo.t 
in that awful, lowly, and ſolemn 
maner.which our Church command- 
eth, and as becometh creatures, when 
you 
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you ſpeak to your great and almighty 
Creator; thafflo you may give true 
worſhip and Wonour unto him, and 
alſo receive that benefit and edifica= 
tion to 'your ſelves, which he hath 
promiſed and you expect from your 
PublickPreyers.This vetng certainly 
the moſt edifying poſture that you 
can pofſibly uſe upon ſuch occafions. 
From what we have hitherto dif- 
courſ:d concerning the Laxgnage, 
the "Matter, ' the - Method, and 
the Manner, of Perforgtirg Divine 
Service, as contained and preſcribed 
in the Book of Common Prazer, we 
may poſitrvely conclad that it agrees 
exaftly with the R#le in myrext.,even 
that, A# things in it are done to edify- 
zng:which was the thinglundertogk 
to prove. [ know that many other 
Argnments might be brought to 
ſhew the Excellency and Uſefulneſs 
of the Common Prayer. But theſe 
already produced are ſufficient to 
; GON » 


C71) + 
convince any ſober and confidering 
Chriſtian of it. And itthere beany 
here preſent who are not yet con- 
vinced by what-they have heard of 
it, Idclireonly one thing of them, 
and that is, That they would but 
make tryal of it for a while. For. 
my Charity prompts me to believe 
that all the Zeal rhat ſome expreſs 
againſt rhe Common Prayer, and all 
that indifferency that is1n others for 
it, proeeds only from their 1gno- 
rance of what it 1s, or at leaſt from 
their want of an experimental know= 
ledge of it. - . For let any Man that 
ſeriouſly minds. the Worſhip of God 
and tke Salvation of his Soul before 
all thingselle, let ſuch a one, I ay, 
ſet himſclf in good earneſt to ule the 
Common Prayer, as he ought to do 
for fome conſiderable time, and I 4fo 
not doubt but that by the bleſling 
of God, he will find that Benefit 
and edification by it, - that his own 
XxX 
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experrence ſhall convince him of all 
that I have now ſaid, more than all 
the Argenments that I have, or any 
man in the World can ever produce 
to him. Some perhaps . may think 
this to be a Paradox : Put I do not 
queſtion but that many here preſent 


_ Canatrefr it upon their own know. 


ledge, Raving found themielves 
more confirmed in their Faith, more 
ſettled in their Re/7giox, more hum- 
bled for their fins, more ſupported 
ander their troubles, more inflamed 


with Love to God and defires of 


Heaven, every way more Edifjed 
by the conſtant uſe of Commoz Pray- 
er, then they could ever have be- 
heved it foliible to have been. except 
they had fornd 1t to have been fo 
by their own experience. . 

Now theſe things being thus 
brieflly conſidered, I ſhall obſerve 
only two things from them. The 
firft is the extraordmary prudence 
AS 


ab well as piety of our firſt Reforwers, 
who firſt compiled the Book of Com- 
men P razer,lo exaGily Conformable 
to'the Word of God and that Apoſtos 
lical Caor in my Text, which I 
cannot Lut aicrite to the ſame ex- 
traordinary aid and afliftance from 
God,whercby they were afterwards 
efjabled to ſuffer perſecution, yea 
Martyrdom it (elftor his ſake, and 
. {6 to confirm what they havedone 
with their ownBlood. Which cer- 
tainly is no ſmall commendation of it. 
 Theoth&+thing I wou'd obſerve 
unto you, 1s.the reaſon, why the 
Devil hath had ſuch a ſpight againſt 
the Common. Prayer, ever ſince it 
was firſt made. For the more edi- 
fying it is to Gods People, the more 
 deſtrucive 1t muſt needs: be of the 
Devils Kingdom.. And. therefore 
it is no wonder that he hath all a- 
long employed the utmoſt of his 
PeWer and policy to blaſt its Reputa- 
IK tion 
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tie, and ſo to diſcourage and dif 
ſwade:Mez from the uſe of it. And 
by the permifian - of God for the 
atiſbrrent of this ungrate;ul Nation, 
hath (o far prevailed in hisdefign, 
that the Lztzrgy bath been twice caſt 
out of the Church, ſince it was firft. 
brought into. it, once in the Reigy 
6fQucen Mary, and then again in. 
the days of King Charles the firſt, 
In the Reign of Queen Mary, you 
all know, who, were his [nſtruments 
inchedoing of it, even the Papsi7«, 
For they clearly and truly foreſaw, 
that their Erroneons Opinions could: 
riever be: believed, nor their Syper- 
flitionus Pra#ices obſerved in the 
Nuion, folong as the Common Pray- 
ex was uſed. Foralmuch as there 
5 nothing 1n that but what is ſound 
ind agreeable torhe DoFrize ofthe 
Goſpel; and fo contrary to the 
cronndleſsO0pinions which theChureb 
of Rome would obtrude upon the 
| | FPorld 
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Worl4 for Articles of Faith. And 
beſides that, there are many expreſ- 
fions purpbſely inſetred in it, toarm 
us a#a init the Popes Supremacy, [x. 
duleences. I rvocation of Saints, Trans 
feb #antiation, and 'other Popifſh 
Byrors.' Sothat it would have been 
impoſſible for the Romiſo Retigion 
to be ever reſtored m the Nation, 
anne(s the Common Prayer was firſt 
removed. - Which therefore they 
took'care to have done as ſoon as 
poſkible. Bur within a few Years 
after, even the firſt of Queen Eliza- 
beth it was brougl t inagain. And 
- 45 cheReformation was begun before, 
& from that” time forward it was 
carried on and pertetted chiefly by 
means of the Common Prayer.. For 
It is very obſervable thatin theReign 
of King Edward the Sixth, and for 
ſeveral Years too of Gueen E'7z- 
«beth, there was little or no-preach- 
ing inmoſt parts of .the Kingdom, 

| and 
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andfew then could read Ergl;þ, & 
yet by the conſtant and general uſe 
of the Liturgy, and Gods Ble;ſing 
upon it, the whole Nation was {s 
edifjed 1a the true Religion, that 
there was ſcarce one in an hundred 
but forſook and abhorred all Popzfo 
Do Frines and Super titions £ Which 
1s2n unJeniable Argument, that in 
this reſt alto it 15 28 edrfyine, as it 
1s poſiÞle for a thing of that natnre 
tobe. In ſo much thato long as 
the Common Prayer is uſed and fre- 
quenred as it ought to be, it 1s mo- 
rally impoſlibleforPopery to get any 
ground amongſt us. But if this Bul- 
wark were once removed ( which 
God forbid ) our grand Adverſary 
would ſoon accompliſh his malici- 
ous defigns upon us one way or 0- 
ther. | | 

This he knows well enough : and 
therefore hath left no ftone unturn- 
ed to effe& it.But what he had dqne | 
| before 
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before by the Pa»: ts, he afterwrrds 
brought 1>our 424'n by other means 
in the Reign ot KinzChrles the Firſt, 
For by what kind of $; atrit the Com- 
201 Prayer w1s. then caſt out, .You 
all know, and ſome of. you found 
by woful experience... All that '[ 
ſhall ay oft, - is only this, - That ihe 
ſame Spirit that then ftirr'd up peo- 
ple fo violently azainſk the Commer 
Prager, ſtirr'd them up atthe ſame 
time to. Rebel againit-their King, 
to tak2 away MensEſtates and Lives 
contrary ..to all. Liw and -Juſtice ; 
and at laſt ta Murder one of the 
moſt pious: Princes that ever lived. 
And whether that was the Spirit of 
Chrift or Antichriſt, God or the 
Devil, jadge you. Be ſure he con- 
ſequents of its being laid afide at that 
time were very (ad. For people be- 
ing deprived of that whereby they 
ſhould have been edified, were im- 
Ry toſled to and fro with every 

| __ wind 
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wind of Dottrine, until at Tength 
may of them fell into the moſt per- 
nicious and damnable Herefies that 
- were wer. heard == Church. 
Yea together with the Liturgy, th 
laid afice all diſtin&tion bc fo. 
cred and cammon things; by which 
meansthe whole Nation was in dan- 
er of being over-ſpread with pro- 
Ainenl aud irreligion, 
Bur bleffed be the Name of the 
moſt high God for it, he was once 
more pleaſed to appear for us, and 
in a miraculous manner to reftore 
our Common Prager to his Church, 
together with with our Gracious $o- 
veraign to his Kidgdoms. But what 
thall we render to the Lord for fo 
great a Bleffing as this is? All that 
he expe, or wecan pive kim for 
it, is only to make the beft uſe of it 
that we can. This therefore is that 
which I now pray and beſeech you 
all for the future to'do. Do not 
oy think it 
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it enough to be for theCommon Pray- 
er, and to. come now and then to 
heatit. This you may do, asmany 
do, and yet receive no more benefit 
by itzthan as if there was none at all 
tobe received. Which therefore 
can by no means be imputed to the 
Common Prayer, jts ſelf, but to the 
negligence of thoſe that uſe it. Net- 
ther muſt you think it enotigh ts 
talk high for it, or to rail at thoſe 
who are not ſo happy as to be right- 
ly informed about it. But rather 
take all opportunities to inform them, 
and by all means poſſible to con- 
vince them, of the Excellency and 
Uſefulneſs of it, Which you can 
never do fo effectualy, as by your 
out-ftripping and exceeding them 
in Virtue and good Works. For 

this 1s and ever will be a plain de- 
monſtration that the Common Pray. 
er 15 indeed far more edifying, than 
thoſe new Modes of Religion, which 
| | | they 
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ehey are founhappily ſedicedints. 
That therefore you way do this, and' 
ſo both "experience. in your. ſelves 


and 'demoniirat unto others,the truth 


and certainty of what you have 
NOV keard. reneerni 7g the Commune 


Prayer. I dire you: rooblervethele | 


few K wles 1 in che uſing of 1t. 
: Firſt; ceme nt to orr- Pwblic 
Prayers only ont of Cuſtomor 


Faſhion ſake; ' as the manner of 


ſome 1s, Þut out «fa ſincere otedi- 
ence to Geds Commands. and with 
7 ſure” truft and 'confiderce 1n h1s 
Projiſes tot his Blefling vpn what 
yon do. For which end it will be 


very good as you go to Church,” to 


bethink your ſelves whether .vou 2re 
poing; and whatyotr are todo there! 
that folaying ahdealfothertuſinels, 
you may put your ſevesinto a right 
Rag for ſo great a work. 
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"*Secoridly;" Frequent our Piiblick 
Pra yers 25 often'/as conveniently you 
ct; > The oftiver you are"4tthem, 
the better * you will like them, and 
the mote cid: you wil bebythent. 
Amid therefore dv not fatihe your 
fdves 'with- keiring theifi once 2 
ek.” Tir thisCity, 48 alſo in tany 
the? place of 'the Kingdom, e- 
e _ whefe there xe C athedrdls, 
tr 2 34t Chircher, you may ent 
J6y. the » Brick of theth pilblickly 
diy" ind (G keep your Hearts 
Shfnaally ina holy af heavens 
ly frame, , and always live as” *be- 
vj h* ChiiMans : And'iF you 
Adolet ſuch: oppor rtrliities 4s ars 
How wed ints your hands, yon will 
one cy wh {you had nots but 
Be: nz Wilt doo good!” '*- - 
eThirdly, If Ppable; 'come always 
Pthe begin Foil, com: Dh 
Othtetwife you will certairify iniftof 
Toinething that-welt have beth e- 
L aifying 
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cacy, «Which otherwiſe, you will and 
-;Fourthly, Allthe while that you 
are inGods Houſe, -carry.your ſelves 
35:1yhis ſpecial - preſence, and fſuit- 
ably.to the. work you are abauts 
fanding while. you-praiſe God.and 
kneeling while. you. pray, unto him, 
33. 0ur-Church- hath:direded. you. 
For though. thelemay ſerm but little 
chings in themlelyes;. yet thex.ace 
#35 x | | 
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of gt&at 'coniequence,” FotH toon = 
worſhipping of God aripht;andalſs 
to -our being edified by what weds; 
4s I have ſhewed before, 


Laftly, ' take ſpecial” Care: att 
along to keep yeur mirids intent: 
upon the matter in hand. ” Wher 
you confeſs your fins to 'God,' doit: 
with an hearty and fincere Repen- 
tance for all the Exyors of your life 
paſt. When the Abſohitiox is pro- 
neunced; receive it with a firmand 
ſteadfaſt Faith in Chri/t your Saviour: 

When you repeat or ſing the 
Hymns 'and 'Plalms, ratſe'wp your 
Spirits as *high as you can to.joys 
with ' thoſe above in praifing and 
- magnifying the Eternal God. When 
the Word of "God is'read, harken 
diligently unto'it, and conſider ſe- 
riouſly what he that niade you ſaith 
to you; and requiteth of yon,-and - 
reſolve by ls Blefling to —_— ' 
T7, an "4 


| (84) 
and live” accordingly... And all the 
while that you are upon your kners, 
putting-.up- your petitions to.the 
moſt highGod, let your-whole Souls 
be employed in it, earneftly defire- 

ifng the gogd: things: you pray. for 
at his Gracious hands, and humbly. - 
confdeing ion his i faihfal Promi-, 
ſes for the granting; of them. By. 
able ſeryice-unto Gad, : and by con.., 
ſequence: that- which , will ve very. 
acceptable unto- him, : and asprofit- 

abl=:and-.edifying to your ſelves. 

Whereas -they that do not obſerve 
this Ruke;' cannot be properly ſaid 
to pray, [or ſerve God at ial, And 
therefore it 15 ne wonder that they 
come to Church, and hear the Coz7- 
men Prayer: read, and. yet arc na 
way edifted by it. Indeed it's impoſ. 
fible :that' they ſhou}1. - For .as 
rack 2Sall the benefit and edification 

that' weicanpollbly receive from 
—__— as the _ 
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-npon the.d! ve intention #fc = br” 
od ig the performence of 
Ta which, as have hewen. bath 2 
Form of Prajer in general, and apr 
yp PArgicylRr, 5 © YEry great help... 


- Do but 8 wha theſe plain and 
Roles 19) uſing ob the e Ot. 

nager C warhaut which. you 
— be-truly ſaid ta ule, but;ra- 
ther. to abuſe it and you will aan 
gnd-wharL have ſaid Abo it to.be 
true, even. that. Al; things iz it; axe 
done-ta Edifaing. . And therefgge I 
would .to God .that- not only zo 
that hear. ms at-this time, but all 
the people. of the Natzoz, could he 
once perſywaded to.doſo. .. What.an 
haly Netzorr,- what 3 peculiar-People 
ſhould wetken become? Haw: Piexe 
tawards Gal? How Log to eur 
Soveraien? How Jul and Charitable 
to exc:4#2ther-, For by.our Fonſant 

| ar 
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Worſhipping Almighty God, in fo ſo« 
letfin and devout-a warzer as this is: 
our hearts would be over-awed with. 
ſo great a fter of his Divine Majeſty, 
that we ſhould never dere willing- 
ly to offend hiv. Our minds would: 
be filed and impregnated - with: 
ſuch a ſer:ſe of his Power aud Sove-' 
r4ignity, that we ſhouldhozoxr and 
reverence it in-thaſe alſo. whom: he; 
hath ſee-over us. - Our whole Souls- 
would be. razſeq up-ſo much above. 
the World, that we ſhould nat do> 
an ill Et O78 it wholly to-our; 

ſelves. -' in ſhort, we ſhould beevery 
day edified' more and more in Faith, 
in L-ve, in Humility, in Self denial, 
in Temberence, 1n- Patience, in all 
true Grace and Yertze : and fo we 
ſhould'go from /frexgth to frexeth, 
from one degree of grace unto another, 
until atJength we arrive atClory and. 
Perfe#;on m the higheſt Heavens, 
where we ſhall ſpend Eternity its ſelf 
TIM. if 
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Preifing and Adoring the moſt high 
God ;; as for all the other Mercies 
which he hath vouchſafed to us, ſo 
in a particular manner for our bein 
Members of ſuch an ApoſtolicalC bures 
whereit all things are done to ed:- 


Hine. 


Which God of his Infinite — 
grant we may all do, in and throug 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom with theFather and Hely 
Gheft, be all Hononr and Glory, 
World without end. Ames. 
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